
October 27, 2020 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on October 

27, 2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Jim Woods, Danny Turner, Jennifer 

Bowles and Chad Martin.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant 

City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director 

Linda Conover, Assistant Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Community Development Director 

Mark McCaskill and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.   

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Vice Mayor Martin, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She explained that the meeting would follow COVID 

guidelines and recognized social distancing recommendations.  

Mayor Lawson recognized Boy Scout Jason Donohue of Troop 168 who was attending the 

meeting to earn credit towards his Eagle Scout badge. 

City Attorney Monday read a proclamation honoring the Honorable Jackson L. Kiser who 

passed away recently. The city flags will be brought to half-staff for the next week to honor his 

memory.  

Approve minutes for the October 13, 2020 Meeting – Council Member Bowles made a 

motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Woods seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Hear an update from Boys & Girls Clubs of the Blue Ridge – Executive Director Joanie 

Petty presented a PowerPoint update for Council on various programs and activities being 

offered locally by the Boys & Girls Clubs. Activities are often modified to accommodate COVID 

restrictions while still entertaining and educating the children. The program was closed on 

March 13 but was able to reopen on a modified enrollment program on March 30, 2020 with a 

35% reduction in staff and $160,000 reduction in revenue.  Children are being served both 

virtually and in-person.  The local program is one of only two clubs that remained open during 

COVID in Virginia and one of only 28 clubs nationwide, resulting in national recognition and 

The Blue Spirit Award.  
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Consider allowing law enforcement to discharge firearms to kill coyotes – City Attorney 

Monday explained that coyotes have become a concern in the City especially in regards to the 

safety of small pets and public health.  Monday detailed the current ordinance and exceptions.  

The proposed amendment serves to clarify the use of a firearm by a police officer and it is up 

to the discretion of the Chief of Police in setting that policy. This does not mean open season 

on coyotes by residents and it does not allow residents to shoot a coyote on sight, it relates to 

law enforcement officers specifically. Deputy Police Chief Fincher explained that they are 

reaching out to other police departments to see what their policy is and the best practice for 

the department and the residents. Monday shared a story detailing an experience by the 

Finance Director where a neighbor came across an abandoned coyote den. When the neighbor 

opened the den, he found dozens of dog collars and bones.  Coyotes can be very ferocious and 

unpredictable.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the ordinance as presented.  

Council Member Woods seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Mayor Lawson, 

aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; 

and Vice Mayor Martin, aye. 
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Consider adoption on second reading, Ordinance 2020-4 increasing Courthouse security 

fee from $10 to $20 – City Attorney Monday explained the need for the security fee and the 

purpose of the increase request.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the 

ordinance on second reading.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll 

call vote:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye;  

and Mayor Lawson, aye; and Council Member Turner, aye.  
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Consider adoption of a resolution regarding Land Use Permits that may be occasionally 

required from VDOT related to City work on VDOT right of way – City Manager Towarnicki 

explained the need to adopt the resolution, explaining this is a housekeeping step and a 

requirement for VDOT.  Council Member Bowles mad the motion to adopt the resolution.  Vice 

Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Consider information related to the 2021 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) list – Michael Armbrister of the West Piedmont Planning District Commission 

highlighted the CEDS annual report and the significance of the list which works as a guide for 

the WPPDC.  He asked that Council review the list which will be approved late November or 

early December for 2021.   
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Hear a summary of the City’s quarterly financial report for the period ending September 

30, 2020 – Finance Director Linda Conover summarized the financial report. Council Member 

Woods made a motion to approve the financial report as presented.  Council Member Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

the Consent Agenda as presented.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  
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Business from the Floor – City Attorney Monday explained that he received a request for 

comment business from the floor, however the comment violates the comment policy as being 

personal and derogatory so it will not be shared. 

Comments by City Council – Council Member Turner mentioned the Martinsville Race 

coming up this weekend.  Veterans Day will be November 11, Turner shared details on local 

events honoring local veterans.  Turner said that he helped two residents to vote. Vice Mayor 

Martin encourages residents to vote.  Council Member Bowles encouraged residents to vote, be 

safe for Halloween and shop local businesses.  Mayor Lawson commented on Halloween 

encouraging residents to be safe and follow CDC guidelines, the guidelines are on the City 

website.  There are several churches participating in trunk-or-treats and the Martinsville City 

Fire Department will welcome trick-or-treaters.  Lawson welcomed race fans and mentioned 

the lottery for the race which will allow 1,000 spectators each day.  Christmas Cheer will start 

accepting applications on November 4 at 9:00am at 10 Liberty Street near Grace Network.  

Mayor Lawson shared details on the Salvation Army kettle kickoff and mentioned Veterans 

Day on November 11. 

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki updated Council on utility 

disconnects and residents who had made payment arrangements and contacted Social 

Services for assistance.  A direct mailing was done to every customer who had set up a 
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payment plan, there are 331 customers with 197 having reached out to Social Services so far.  

Towarnicki hopes more residents will contact Social Services to assist them with those utility 

bills.  There is $344,418 still owed in delinquent bills, down from what that total was in 

September.  The Governor announced a fund to assist with broadband 3 weeks ago.  The city 

put together an application and applied within days and he is happy to announce that the 

grant request was approved.  The City will receive $502,344 to allow internet services to 

unserved or underserved City students in the City. This grant allows the City to install towers 

and infrastructure throughout the entire City, providing coverage to 99.9% of the City as well 

as a large amount of County residents.  This project must be completed by the end of 

December 2020. Hotspots will be created at various libraries, City Hall and at the schools.  

This is a high capacity, high speed system and enables telemedicine for example.  City 

Attorney Monday said there are many unserved or underserved households who do not have 

internet.  Those residents will be getting a letter from the schools soon.  Monday asks 

residents to please not procrastinate and to return that permission as soon as possible. Every 

single resident of the City along with a substantial number of those in the County will have 

access to MINet by the end of the year.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


